
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year A 
 
 

Taken out of context today’s first reading could almost be 
seen as a license to meddle.  God makes it abundantly clear 
to Ezekiel that he is being sent to say something to the 
people of Israel, to warn them about their impending doom 
if they do not change their ways. 
 
The context is clear:  God takes the initiative.  He is the one 
who calls Ezekiel to the prophetic ministry.  He is the one 
who guides the intervention. 
 
Meddling, or minding the business of others, lacks this 
clear call from God.  We take it upon ourselves to weigh in 
on what someone else is doing, called to it or not.  In such 
cases we run afoul of an admonition found in Paul’s second 
letter to the Thessalonians: 
 
“We hear that some are conducting themselves among 
you in a disorderly way, by not keeping busy but minding 
the business of others. Such people we instruct and urge 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat their 
own food.” (2 Thess. 3:11-12) 
 
Still, there are occasions when an issue needs to be 
addressed, and this passage from Matthew’s gospel 
provides a blue print for doing so that will start first with a 
private conversation with the intention of restoring 
harmony, honor the bonds of community, only move things 
“up the ladder” when first efforts fail and, as a last resort, 
start over with the effort of winning the other person over 
to life in Christ by treating them with the care and concern 



 
 

we would extend to anyone God wants to include in the gift 
of salvation. 
 
By honoring the first step of talking to the person one-on-
one much can be clarified.  Actions alone do not reveal 
motivations very well, and a sin always involves 
motivation.  An action can be morally wrong objectively, 
but still we need more information before labeling it a sin. 
 
If we think someone has sinned against us, we can always 
start with the behavior and refer to the action that has 
occurred, but we do well to reserve judgment about the sin 
until an effort has been made to discover the motivation.  It 
does happen that a person can do something with some 
other motive in mind than the one we suspect is at play and 
can even be horrified to find out that their action had the 
effect it did.  The private conversation can clarify all that 
and resolve the issue without involving anyone else. 
 
If the next level of involvement is required, it cannot be 
about us going and looking for allies who will simply take 
our word for what has happened and want to back us up.  
The point of “two or three witnesses” is verify that the 
action has taken place and to impress upon the person that 
what has been done is, in fact, contrary to Christian living.  
It becomes a moment of conscience formation. 
 
Only if steps one and two fail should the issue be brought 
to the community.  When things get to this level it is for the 
sake of winning the person back, of re-evangelizing them, 
so to speak, and not in order to ostracize them.  It will take 



 
 

the whole community to do so.  The efforts of one or two 
people have already been determined to not be up to the 
task. 
 
What fuels every level of involvement is care and concern 
for the person involved.  If we are only interested in airing 
grievances, pointing out the faults and failings of others or 
of meddling in their affairs, chances for change are slim.  If 
another person is convinced of our care and concern for 
them, though, things have a better prospect of success.  
Care and concern always begin with empathy, trying to 
place ourselves in the other person’s position without 
judgment.   
 
The point of the exercise is not primarily to address 
grievances really, but to put ourselves at the service of the 
gospel in a very personal way, starting right where we live 
and with the people we rub shoulders with.  It has the 
character of prophetic ministry but exercised on a smaller 
scale than what Ezekiel was called to do.  We can only 
respond to such a call if the Spirit of the Lord is upon us, 
healing our woundedness and outfitting us once again for 
the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
 


